
Numbers Series 

Geographical Structure of Numbers 

I. Israel at Sinai (1–10:10) 
(continuing all the way from Exodus 19:1) 

a. Census and Travel Instructions (1–4) 
b. Importance of Faithfulness to God (5–6) 
c. Freewill Offerings of the Leaders of Israel (7) 
d. Instructions for the Levitical Priesthood (8) 
e. Wilderness Celebration of the Passover (9) 
f. Instructions for Travel (10:1–10) 

II. From Sinai to Kadesh (10:11–12:16) 

a. Israel Leaves Sinai (10:10–35) 
b. Challenges of Moses (11–12) 

III. Israel at Kadesh (13–19) 

a. Spies and Rebellion (13–14) 
b. Laws about Sin and Judgment (15) 
c. Judgment of Korah’s Rebellion (16) 
d. Vindication of Aaron—Blossoming Rod (17) 
e. Duties and Privileges of Priests and Levites (18) 
f. Laws for Purification (19) 

IV. From Kadesh to the Plains of Moab (20–21) 

a. Rebellion of Moses (20:1–13) 
b. Refusal of Edom (20:14–21) 
c. Death of Aaron (20:22–29) 
d. War with Several Kings (21:1–3, 10–35) 
e. The Bronze Serpent (21:7–9) 

V. Israel at the Plains of Moab (22–26) 
(beyond the Jordan near Jericho) 

a. Balak and Balaam (22–24) 
b. Baal Worship at Peor (25) 
c. Census of a New Generation (26) 
d. Laws for the Promised Land (27–31) 
e. Reuben and Gad in Gilead (32) 
f. Summary of Israel’s Journey (33) 
g. Distribution of the Land and Cities (34–36) 

Major Themes 

• Israel’s Two Fundamental Sins 

• Yahweh as the Head and Center of His People 

• Yahweh as the Source of Israel’s Blessing 

• The Coming of a New Generation under Joshua 

Key Text 

8 If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and 
honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. 
Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them. 

—Numbers 14:8–9 

 


